VZCZCXR05382 

00  RUEHCHI  RUEHDT  RUEHHM 
DE  RUEHML  #1449  1240913 
ZNR  UUUUU  ZZH 
O 040913Z  MAY  07 
FM  AMEMBASSY  MANILA 

TO  RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHDC  IMMEDIATE  6384 
INFO  RUEHZS /ASEAN  COLLECTIVE  PRIORITY 
RUE HGV/USMIS SION  GENEVA  PRIORITY  2189 
RUEHBS/USEU  BRUSSELS  PRIORITY 

UNCLAS  MANILA  001449 

SIPDIS 

STATE  FOR  EAP/MTS 

STATE  PASS  TO  USTR  FOR  DKATZ 

SENSITIVE 

SIPDIS 

E.O.  12958:  N/A 

TAGS:  ETRD  ECON  WTRO  RP 

SUBJECT:  No  Immediate  Reaction  From  Philippines  on  Article  XXI 

REF:  State  60296 

Sensitive  but  unclassified.  Please  protect  accordingly. 

(SBU)  On  May  4,  EconOff  presented  ref tel  demarche  to  Angelo  S. 
Benedictos,  Assistant  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  International  Trade 
Relations  of  the  Department  of  Trade  and  Industry.  Benedictos 
accepted  the  message  that  the  USG  will  invoke  Article  XXI  of  the 
General  Agreement  on  Trade  in  Services  to  correct  its  market  access 
commitments  in  regard  to  gambling  and  betting  services.  He 
indicated  that  he  would  consult  with  the  leadership  of  his 
Department  on  the  matter,  and  would  be  able  to  inform  us  at  a later 
time  whether  the  GRP  will  seek  compensation  under  the  Article. 


Kenney 


